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ABSTRACT:

In the mainstream view, the Chinese painting is philosophical while the West painting is
scientific. As a matter of fact, ancient Chinese philosophical art also embodied science. Through
analyzing the compositions of the landscape paintings of Zhang Sengyou, Fan Kuan, and Ma
Yuan, we have found that all of them had applied the Golden-angled Triangles in their paintings.
They all emphasized the coordination relationships among objects ranged in the whole painting
area with a three dimensional space to reach the best practice of arranging the composition. The
analysis will prove that the aesthetic law of “Learn from nature and form images from one’s soul
(wai shi zao hua nei de xin yuan)” is not abstract and impossible to achieve. The key is whether
an artist can observe nature, understand nature, and have sympathetic responses that would help
him reach the highest state of “Learning from one’s own thoughts” from the state of “Learning
from the nature”. These discoveries and analyses enrich the aesthetic theories in ancient Chinese
landscapes, and have proved the forms of paintings rooted in Chinese culture and philosophy are
art forms in line with scientific principles. It is also possible to provide a new theory for

discovering authentic paintings of Zhang Sengyou.
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